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Module Aims  

The aim of this module is to enable students to expand knowledge and theoretical awareness 
through the investigation of a specific or specialised area of interior design, garden design or 
a cognate subject. The student will manage a significant research project in the self-directed 
development and analysis of a chosen question of design theory or practice. The student will 
conduct and extensive critical review of current relevant literature using a range of professional 
and academic sources. 

Students will apply practical research skills and/or design methods to demonstrate their ability 
to conduct research ethically and thoroughly. In so doing they will produce a written or design 
dissertation through a conceptual and analytical approach to reach a creative and informed 
conclusion. 

 

 

Intended Learning Outcomes 

 
Key skills for employability 
 

KS1 Written, oral and media communication skills 

KS2 Leadership, team working and networking skills 

KS3 Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills 

KS4 Information technology skills and digital literacy 

KS5 Information management skills 

KS6 Research skills 

KS7 Intercultural and sustainability skills 

KS8 Career management skills 

KS9 Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self- 

 management) 

KS10 Numeracy 

 

At the end of this module, students will be able to Key Skills 

1 

Develop a critically argued and coherent proposal for a 
Master’s level dissertation on a negotiated subject 
demonstrating a clear programme of methodology and 
research. 

3  

9  

  

2 
Demonstrate advanced knowledge of relevant published 
research and/or design and the management of additional 
sources of information.  

6  
9  

  

3 

Critically reflect upon the identification and evaluation of 
researched material from current and emerging knowledge 
presenting a clear and informed argument and justifiable 
conclusion. 

  
6  

  

4 

Continue to advance their knowledge through the critical 
exploration of research to develop and express an original 
view on their chosen topic, creative work and/or design 
understanding. 

9  

1  

5  

  



Transferable skills and other attributes 

Research 
Communication across written and visual presentation 
Critical analysis 
Professional practice 
Time and learning management  
Self directed study 
Leadership skills 

 

Derogations  

None 

 

Assessment:  

Indicative Assessment Tasks:  

Students are required to negotiate and agree a topic for research and analysis and to provide 
a written submission or a written submission with a related body of practical work. 
 
The written submission (dissertation) may be up to be 15,000 words on a subject agreed in 
advance with dedicated tutors and the Course Director and will be described as submission by 
dissertation. 
 
A student negotiating a body of related practical work will be permitted to submit a smaller 
word count dissertation of minimum 5000 words with a notional learning time given to practice 
of 400 hours – this will be described as submission by project. 

 

Assessment 
number  

Learning 
Outcomes to 
be met 

Type of assessment Weighting (%) 

Duration  
or 
Word count (or 

equivalent if appropriate) 

1 1, 2, 3, 4 Dissertation 100% 15000 
 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 

This module allows students to develop their own in depth project based on an individual 
research theme.  
 
Regular tutorial and seminar support is given throughout the module by the supervising tutors.  
Students are required to pursue their research largely as self-directed study and independent 
learning, with supervisors identified in relation to their specialist subjects and specific interests. 
 
The integration of theoretical knowledge with practical application of skills will require the 
student to negotiate and agree a question/topic for research and analysis and whether the 
learning outcomes are to be achieved through a written submission or a written submission 
with a related body of practical work.  
 



Both submission by dissertation and project will be assessed against the same learning 
outcomes as theory and practice are fused.  This proposal and negotiation stage will come 
under the control of the Course Committee for final approval and ratification.  
 
In depth knowledge and the ability to critical analysis, gained from previous modules, will 
contribute to the development of the question the dissertation may approach.  
 
Students may amend, vary and change the subject area of their submission whilst in the initial 
stages of research. They are advised to consult one or more of the MA tutors in relation to any 
proposed change which must be recorded in a written tutorial record. It is made clear to 
students that the research undertaken in any given area may lead to a refinement of further 
investigation that can re-direct the thrust of the investigation. 

 

 

Syllabus outline and timetable: 

The dissertation may be up to 15,000 words on a subject agreed in advance with dedicated 
tutors and the Course Director and will be described as submission by dissertation.  A 
student negotiating a body of related practical work will be permitted to submit a smaller word 
count dissertation of minimum 5000 words with a notional learning time given to practice of 
400 hours – this will be described as submission by project.   

 
Stage 1: Preparation of Dissertation synopsis, identifying and evaluating a suitable 

subject area, research methodology, question and an ethical research strategy.  
(September following completion of the PG Dip Stage). 

Stage 2: Academic Committee consideration. 
Stage 3 Research phase with tutorial support.  
Stage 4: Tutorial period programmes to be defined on individual basis, M level 

independent study. Engagement with tutor/supervisor, individual arrangement 
for draft chapters to be considered. (Final Submission; December 15th). 

Stage 5:     Marking through January.  
Stage 6:     Exam Board February. 
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